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1908 constitutional practice and with the accepted condition of Ministerial
Age 55-56 responsibility, if before His Majesty's departure, some intimation had
been given to me and my colleagues that it was in contemplation. We
are now placed face to face with a fait accompli, in regard to which we
have had no opportunity of consultation or decision. I must defer
sending my answer until I can see and consult Sir E. Grey. The Cabinet
which is clearly entitled to a voice in such a matter, cannot be conveniently
assembled before Monday. As you know well, this Russian visit has been
from the first a delicate affair; we have done our best to remove
apprehension and doubts ; but where such grave issues are involved,
I should not be doing my duty, if I did not suggest, and even urge, the
desirability of preliminary notice.
Yours sincerely,
E. H. A.
From Lord Knollys to Asquith.
windsor castle.
15 June, 1908.
Private.
my dear asquith,
I had an opportunity of speaking to the King this morning about
the Admiral of the Fleet incident. I mentioned how much disturbed
you and Grey had been, and I told him exactly what you had both said
on the subject. I also mentioned that McKenna had been much "put out."
Nothing really could have been " nicer " or more friendly than he was,
and he took it all extremely well.
He has now desired me to write to you and say he never thought of
proposing that the Emperor of Russia should be appointed Admiral of
the Fleet, until the idea suddenly struck him at Reval, that he was totally
unaware of the constitutional point, or else he certainly would not have
said anything to the Emperor without having first consulted you and
McKenna, and that he regretted he had, without knowing it, acted
irregularly.
I mentioned to him the awkward position in which you and Grey
would have been placed had questions been put in the House of Commons,
and I added that nothing could have been " nicer " than you both were
about him in connection with the occurrence, and that you and Grey had
said you felt sure he would quite understand the matter if it were ex-
plained to him. He replied to this that he was always anxious to keep
on the best terms with his Ministers and he was I know pleased I saw
Grey this afternoon and told him all this, and I have no doubt he repeated
the purport of it to you. I am glad the King began the matter to him
as it gave him the opportunity of showing H.M. that the question was
really of some importance and of corroborating what I had said to him*
I could submit to the Bang,   He has told me also, to write a letter of
explanation to McKenna, which I think is a good thing.
Yours sincerely,
knoiays,

